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DETAILED ACTION 
An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may. be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Matthew Martin on November 9, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1, please replace "The method of inspecting a sample's surface further 
comprising" with "The method of inspecting a sample's surface of Claim 1 further comprising". 

In claims 8-11, please replace "The method of inspecting a sample's surface of Claim 8" 
with "The method of inspecting a sample's surface of Claim 7". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-24 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The primary reason for the allowance of claim 1 is the inclusion of the limitation of 
providing a non- vibrating contact potential probe; scanning the sample's surface with the non- 
vibrating contact potential probe by causing relative motion between the non-vibrating contact 
potential probe and the sample's surface; measuring contact potential difference between the 
sample's surface and the non-contact potential probe; generating a first signal portion 
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characteristic of a topographical feature of the sample's surface and further having a second 
signal portion representing chemical features of the sample's surface. It is this limitation in the 
claimed combination that has not been found, taught, or suggested by the prior art of record that 
makes these claims allowable. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 20 is the inclusion of the Umitation of a 
non- vibrating contact potential difference sensor; a mechanism for causing relative motion 
between the sample and the non-vibrating contact potential-difference sensor; a mechanism for 
measuring contact potential difference between the sample and the non-vibrating contact 
potential probe; a generated signal representing the contact potential difference; and a generated 
bias voltage applied to a portion of the system chosen from the group consisting of the sample, 
the non-vibrating contact potential probe, and combinations thereof It is this limitation in the 
claimed combination that has not been found, taught, or suggested by the prior art of record that 
makes these claims allowable. 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 24 is the inclusion of the limitation of a 
non-vibrating contact potential difference sensor; a chuck for rotating the sample about a central 
axis; the chuck having a variable speed control mechanism for changing rotational velocity in 
proportion with the motion of the probe to provide the probe with substantially even data 
density; and a source of data representing a contact potential difference between the non- 

■ 

vibrating contact potential difference sensor and the surface of the sample. It is this limitation in 
the claimed combination that has not been found, taught, or suggested by the prior art of record 
that makes these claims allowable. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Ma et al. (US 6,01 1,404) teaches a system for and method of determining a non- 
contact, near-surface generation and recombination lifetimes and near-surface doping of a 
semiconductor material. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meagan S Walling whose telephone number is (571) 272-2283. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on (571) 272-2269. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PMR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

msw BRYAN BUI 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 




